Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
Region XI, Davao City

RDC XI Resolution No. 63, Series of 2009

Urging the Department of Agriculture and Other Concerned National Government Agencies
to Defer Action on Banning Aerial Spraying of Fungicide as an Agricultural Practice Until
an Independent and Interdisciplinary Study has been Conducted on the Health and Socio-
Economic Effects of Aerial Spraying of Fungicide

Whereas, aerial spraying of fungicide has been practiced for the last forty (40) years in
large banana plantations in the country, particularly in Mindanao;

Whereas, the banana industry is one of the most important industries in Mindanao, and in
the Davao Region in particular, which generates an estimated total of US$720 million in export
earnings for the island, with taxes of about P1.5 billion annually;

Wihereas, a study was commissioned by the Department of Health to investigate the level
of exposure to pesticides covering Sitio Camocaan, Barangay Aplaya, Hagonoy, Davao del Sur;

Whereas, the findings of the study is not well-received by the Local Chief Executive and
other government officials of Hagonoy, Davao del Sur, to the extent of belying the findings of the
study on the supposed adverse health effects of aerial spraying in the Camocaan community;

Whereas, the findings of said study commissioned by the Department of Health was
subjected to technical review by the World Health Organization (WHO) and was found to be
generally inconclusive;

Whereas, the Department of Agriculture (DA), Region XI reported to the Council that it
has not received official reports from the ground regarding negative health conditions associated
with exposure to aerial spraying;

Whereas, the DA XI also manifested that the agency considers aerial spraying of fungicide
in banana plantations to control Sigatoka disease to be the best method in as much as exposure to
chemicals 1s considerably minimal compared to manual or boom spraying;

Whereas, the Fertilizer and Pesticide Authority of the Department of Agriculture has
confirmed compliance by the banana plantations to regulations relating to aerial spraying of
fungicides therein;

Whereas, drastic decisions on stopping aerial spraying of fungicides in banana plantations
will have adverse economic and social effects for the Davao Region, effectively to the extent of

killing the banana industry while displacing about 500,000 banana plantation workers and
dependents;
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